3S6                                                         LETTER TO COURT
Committee that ve were under the necessity of applying to the Sects for
the loan of a laak and a half of rupees. The fact is true but it rests with
Mr. Johnstoiie and his associates at the Board to explain, how the Company's
treasury came to he at so low an ebb. as to want so poor a supply. It also rests
with him to explain how the Nabob (for our first application was to the Nabob)
came to be so impoverished bv presents made to the deputation that he could
not furnish even this small relief to the necessities of the Company. And it rests
particularly with Air. Johnstone to assign the reason why a balance of six laaks
uas due from Burdwan to your exhausted treasury, while he was filling his
own pockets at the Durbar which balance was afterwards collected by
Mr. Yerelst.
What he remarks on our opinion of Mr. Leycester delivered in our pro-
ceedings of the 21st June is also very true. That gentleman had jointly with
Mr. Johnstone received bills from M. R. Cawn ; but as he declared upon oath
that he had no intention of benefiting by them it was surely incumbent on the
Committee to acquit him in a public opinion. We should have acquitted
Mr. Johnstone likewise, if he had made the same solemn declaration ; but our
private sentiments of that oath we should have reserved as in Mr. Leycester"s
case, to our letter to the Court of Directors; for an oath may silence an accusa-
tion of crimes, but it cloth not necessarily produce conviction of innocence.
Mr. Johnstone hath tacked to this extraordinary defence certain letters, written
to him by Mahomed Reza Cawn and his own agent Mooteraum1 as vouchers
for his good behaviour during the negotiation. With respect to these letters
we must observe they were obtained at a period when it may reasonably be
supposed that such testimonies durst not be refused on account of die extra-
ordinary authority which Mr. Johnstone had just before assumed at the Durbar.
It may also be observed from M. R. Cawn's letter that great apprehensions
were conceived lest the Nabob should come to Calcutta to lay his complaints
before the Committee: and Mr. Johnstone knows that interest was made with
the then Resident to prevail on him to exert his utmost influence in preventing
a visit which it was thought would not bring much honor to the deputation.
We leave it therefore to vour hon'ble Board to determine whether at the best
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those testimonies will justify Mr. Johnstone from the charge of extortion and
weigh down against the most positive evidence that can be given upon any
matter of fact. Be this as it will, we think it necessary to correct Mr. Johnstonc's
mistake when he affirms that M. R. Cawn's first deposition takes no notice of
any demand made in the name of "the deputation. A reference to that depo-
sition will satisfy you that Mr. Johnstone either reads without attention or that
he quotes without candour,
It would be endless to pursue Mr, Johnstone through the tedious maze of
error and misrepresentation so evident in every page of his letter. Permit us
therefore to refer you for a more particular reply to the proceedings themselves
and to Lord dive's minute and to those of the members of the Select Com-
mittee, entered in the appendix already transmitted by the Admiral Stevens.
As to Mr. Johnstonc's management in the Burdwan province, we could wish
he had suffered us to cover with the veil of silence, transactions that will not
bear examination. He hath now by his ill-judged strictures on Mr. Verelst's
memorial obliged that gentleman to disclose what, out of tenderness to
Mr. Johnstone, he was unwilling to reveal.